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Deborah Chaplin, in her first children’s book, has done an amazing job with sharing a story for all children.  In Do I Have To? Jared doesn’t want to go to school.  His parents shared with him that going to school was his important job.  Jared couldn’t see that first grade was very important.  Through adult visitors at a Career Day, Jared realizes that being given the gift of a free education and the right to learn was important and he shouldn’t be asking “Do I have to (go to school)?”  
The story along with the rich illustrations makes this a book to be shared with all children.  The author and illustrator are a sister and brother team.  I am hoping that they continue in their journey to create more children’s books, which seems to be their plan.
The exciting thing for me as a third grade teacher is that even though the main character is a first grader, this story will impact my students as well. I love this story!  I was impressed to find that on the author’s website she has collaborated with teachers to provide instructional materials to correspond with Do I Have To?  After thirty-five years of teaching and hoping for five more, I now have a new resource to begin my school year and I’m excited about sharing this book and the corresponding activities with my students.  Best yet, the activities are higher-level thinking skills getting children to compare and contrast as well as make text-to-self connections.

Thank you, Deborah Chaplin and Jamal Ray, for creating this wonderful resource for families and teachers.  Children are sure to fall in love with Do I Have To?  
